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SOLAR BENCH PROJECT 

The Solar Bench Project demonstrates how students at Dowerin DHS  

have had the opportunity to combine  Science Technology,  Engineering 

and Maths (STEM)  skills to craft a useful project for the Dowerin 

Community.  A similar bench was first sited at Curtin University when 

students attended a FIRST Lego League final.  
 

The bench is designed to be an environmentally friendly,  all weather USB 

power source.   It will be permanently positioned in the Dowerin 

Community Club precinct.  
The final design and construction has been managed by Ainsley,  Samuel,  
Willow and Blair with Mr Trevor Gerrard and Ms Nicola Scott 

supporting the students.  
 

We were very fortunate to receive funding for the project through 

Dowerin Field Days Grant.  Without this support,  the project was not 

possible.  
 

Significant support has also been provided by:  
 Dowerin Mens Shed 

 Wheatbelt Engineering—Chris Ray (overseeing Willow design and 

construct the steel frame for the bench) 
 Electritech Industries—Graham Johnston for advice regarding and 

supply of electrical components.  
 Dotmar Company—supplying the polycarbonate sheeting at a 

subsidised rate.  
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From 13th to the 21st August the nation celebrated National Science Week and Dowerin      
District High School did another epic Science afternoon to help celebrate. On Wednesday 17th 
August, students from year 1 to year 6 participated in a multi-age rotation afternoon. This year 
the stations included: Marble Run where students had to create a unique marble run with card-
board and had to get a marble to go through a tube, hit a car and get the car to roll off a table. 
Mirror Maze saw the students get a laser beam of light to enter a shoe box, reflect off mirrors 
and exit the shoe box at a right angle. Stain Glass Windows were fun to make with cellophane 
instead of glass and students discovered light travelling through different coloured glass. The 

Escape Room was a favourite and had students working through a series of activities to obtain a code to be able to exit the room. 
The last activity was a BeeBot challenge, students had 
to program the BeeBot robots with an algorithm to 
complete a set out course. It was a wonderful after-
noon that both students and staff thoroughly enjoyed. 

 

WHAT’S ON? 

Interschool Cross Country 


