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Get ready 

for 2021 

Jan 27th School Open—Admin Staff 

Jan 28th Teaching / support staff return to work 

Feb 1st Students return 

Feb 8th Swimming Lessons (Primary) 

THANK YOU! 

All at Dowerin District High School would like to wish 

everyone in our school and wider community  a wonderful 

Christmas and sensational start to the New Year. We look 

forward to seeing our students and parents on the first day of 

February 2021and continuing our productive 

involvement with the community. 
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 Cunderdin Agricultural College – Trade Training Day 
On Friday the 20th of November our 9/10 group travelled to 
Cunderdin Agricultural College for a trade training day. We started 
with a quick tour around the trade centre followed by a 
demonstration of the new CNC router. Following on from this the 
Dowerin students were taught how to make a whistle in woodwork 
as part of their first rotation. Whilst Dowerin students were in 
woodwork, Wyalkatchem students attended the engineering 
rotation. Before the lunch break we were taken on a tour of the 
college. Luckily for some we hadn’t eaten lunch before touring the 
piggery, as the smell was a little overpowering for some. After a 
short wrestle with some piglets, we moved on to the butchery and 
then the shearing shed for a quick demonstration. After lunch we 
moved to the engineering rotation, were students created a metal 
trowel using some hand tools and a few very large bending and 
cutting machines. The students enjoyed the day and for some it has 
given them a different pathway, they may not have thought of 
without this day.  

Graduation Dinner 

This year we have 4 students finishing year 10 at Dowerin 

District High School, Peter Harkins, Zara Williams, Macaela 

Grossberg and Tarkeyshia Exton. The dinner was once again 

held at the Dowerin Community Club, with around 30 people 

attending. A great evening was had by all, with some photos 

shared, that students and staff would rather forget. This was 

followed by some funny stories about each of our 4 graduates 

from Mr Hall. Mrs Garner then inspired each of our graduates 

with quotes and success stories about people from around the 

world, who had shown perseverance and determination to 

succeed at what they wanted to achieve. The evening was 

closed with a delicious graduation cake and some kind words 

from Mrs Shirley Hagboom. We wish Peter Harkins, Zara 

Williams, Macaela Grossberg and Tarkeyshia Exton all the best 

for 2021 and beyond.   

Dowerin DHS  
First Lego League 

 

 
Two teams from Dowerin competed in the First Lego 
League competition at Curtin University last Saturday 
against 40 other top teams from around the state. Each 
team gets to compete in 3 robot games, where the best 
score only counts, and they had the opportunity to present 
an innovation project as well. 
 
The two teams were: The Foopy Frogs (Year 8/9’s) and 
The Virtual Velo-Veggies (Year 6/7’s). Both teams did 
extremely well, demonstrating the Dowerin Virtues 
throughout the entire day. There was some mingling with 
other teams and sharing of information, which our students 
got a lot out of. 
 
In the first robot games, our teams completed some safety 
runs to get some scores on the board. The Year 8/9 team 
scored 220 points and the Year 6/7 team scored 165 points 
in the first round. After the round, the judges let us know 
that we had too many motors and if we kept the same 
amount the next round, the score for that round would not 
be counted, so we had to make some changes to the ro-
bots and push the scoring higher for round two. 
In round two the Year 8/9 team scored 165 and the Year 
6/7 team scored 215 points. At this point the Year 8/9 
team was in 15th and the 6/7 team in 16th.  It was an 
amazing effort! Both teams had some robot malfunctions 
and lost some points, but they were all really excited about 
the changes that they could make; however, it was time to 
present our innovation projects…  
 
The Year 6/7 team presented their Virtual Reality game 
project, and the Year 8/9 team presented their Fun Fitness 
Centre project. Both teams spoke well, sharing their infor-
mation with the judges and answering some really tricky 
questions. We got some great feedback from the judges 
this year and we have a clear direction on how we can im-
prove on our projects next year. 
 
It was then time for our last robot game… 
 
Our robot teams showed amazing composure. They knew 
they could do well if everything went right. The atmos-
phere was electric with both teams cheering each other on 
with parents and spectators watching and cheering too. 
The Foopy Frogs were to go first, and they moved to 9th 
place with 245 points. Then the Virtual Velo-veggies team 
were up, and their robot worked flawlessly, scoring a mas-
sive 270 points, moving them into 4th place! 
 
After all the other teams had finished their final round, the 
Year 8/9 team finished in 11th and Year 6/7 team finished 
5th. A truly remarkable achievement from both teams in 
such a competitive academic competition. Congratulations 
to all the team members and we wish to say a big thank 
you to helpers throughout the preparation. The team 
would like to extend a special thank you to Mr and Mrs 
Crute for always helping with after school sessions and to 
Lou Hagboom for helping with the Year 6/7 team shirts.  
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